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sent word of Him to the reigning Casar who was at
the time Tiberius" Is it possible that Tertullian
would have made this statement in regard to
Pilate's report, if no document of the kind had
ever been sent by the procurator to the Emperor ?
It cannot be. " Search your own public docu-
ments," said he. "At the moment of Christ's
death the light departed from the sun, and the
land was darkened at noon; which wonder is re-
lated in your own annals, and is preserved in your
archives to this day." Would Tertullian have
ventured upon such a declaration if it had not
been true ? The thing was impossible.

About thirty-five years after Justin wrote, the
great work of Celsus appeared against Christi-
anity, called "The True Word." Origen, some
sixty years after, wrote a reply in eight books, in
which, seriatim, he answered all the objections
urged against the Scriptures and against Christi-
anity ; but Celsus had not denied the above facts
about this matter of Pilate's report. If he had,
Origen certainly ^yould have answered him; but
Celsus' experience taught him that it was not safe
to deny a fact which must have been true by the
law of the empire.

About A.D. 270 another champion appeared on
the side of Paganism, namely, Porphyry. He was
esteemed a more powerful opponent than Celsus.
In attempting to write down Christianity, how
came it that the mighty Porphyry did not deny
the statement of Justin, nor meet the challenge
of Tertullian in regard to Pilate's report? If no
such document existed, how easily might the